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Professor Richard Horton,

Editor-in-Chief of the Lancet Medical Journal

Respectfully, following the letter dated November 14, 2022, and
referring to your Lancet magazine article regarding Miss. Mahsa Amini,
we are very disappointed to see the republishing of completely false
information about the Islamic Republic of Iran, especially regarding
doctors and the health service delivery system, in a magazine that is
known as a scientific magazine. Unfortunately, your article does not
have any scientific documentation. Once again | wish you, who claim
to include real and scientific content in your magazine, would address
the issue of the cruel sanctions imposed by the United States and the
West against the children, women, and men of Iran, and what serious
damage it has caused to the health of the people. I wish you had for
once exposed the enormous support of Western countries and the US
for Saddam Hussein, who committed unique and historical crimes with
chemical weapons against our people, including Iranian and Iragi Kurds
residing relatively close to where Mahsa Amini lived. All carried out
amidst the deadly silence of western dominated scientific and
international bodies. It seems that there are material and political
interests in writing such false reports, which question the scientific
value of that journal. As | wrote to you in the previous letter, if the
accusations mentioned in that article were supposed to be based on
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science, they would at least been quoted from sources that are not so
utterly hostile to our people and country. The Academy of Medical
Sciences of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which consists of educated
scientists and leading professors of the country's medical sciences
universities, considers the contents of the article to be completely false
and based on the material and political interests of those involved in its
publication. The contents of the article are an insult to the community
of health care and services providers, especially doctors, who have
shown their unparalleled services to the people during the war imposed
by Saddam against Iran, as well as during the cruel sanctions of the
United States and Western countries that remained in place during the
Covid-19 pandemic. We expect a correction from the magazine
regarding the falsehoods in the article as swiftly as possible.
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16 Nov.2023

United Nations Secretary General
His Excellency, Antonio Guterres,

During the past forty days, the countries of the world have
witnessed the great crime of the Zionist apartheid regime, which
may be unprecedented in history. The unique nature of this
catastrophe is that defenseless children, women and men are
completely surrounded in their own land and in a very small area
and are bombarded with all kinds of bombs and weapons of mass
destruction in front of the eyes of billions of people across the
world. Residential buildings, hospitals, schools, and refugee
camps in this small piece of land have been destroyed by bombs
equivalent to more than several atomic bombs that the criminal
American regime used against Japanese citizens in Hiroshima. So
far, the bombings has left more than 12,000 dead, more than 5,000
of whom were children and more than 3,000 were defenseless
women, and more than 30,000 people who are besieged in their
land have been severely injured. All these have taken place as
access to water, electricity, food, and medicine has been cut off by
the criminal Zionist regime for these oppressed people. Doctors
and medical staff do not have any safe places left to treat the
injured either.

Your Excellency,

These unique historical crimes are all happening as you are the
representative of the countries of the world as the head of the
United Nations, and it is unfortunate that you have not taken any
effective measures to prevent these crimes. These dark days will
be recorded in history. The least you can do is to stand among the
oppressed and helpless people of Gaza and on behalf of the
international community order international aid to be sent to Gaza.
Doctors across the world, with the support of UN forces, are ready
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to go by land, sea, and air to Gaza and treat these oppressed
people.

Your Excellency,

At this critical historical moment, every fearless and effective
action you take to prevent the crimes of the Zionist apartheid
regime will be recorded in the minds of the people of the world
and in history. Another course of action is for you to resign as the
Secretary General, so that at least you will not be complicit in the
continuation of these crimes.
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To the Health Ministers of the member states of Organization of
Islamic Cooperation

The ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza, characterized by intense
violence and severe deprivation, demands immediate attention. The
relentless attacks by the Zionist regime have caused unimaginable
suffering for children, women, and men, resulting in conditions such
as depression, severe anxiety, and even severe mental disorders.
Deliberate targeting of residential areas, hospitals, schools, and
infrastructure, coupled with the siege of essential resources, has
created an extremely dire situation that is deeply concerning for
billions of people worldwide, especially Muslims. The findings of
UNICEF clearly demonstrate the urgent need to rectify the current
situation.

Since the beginning of the conflict in Gaza over three and a half months
ago, approximately 20,000 children have been born into an
environment of genocidal terror. Every 10 minutes, a child is born in
this environment, often accompanied by tragic consequences such as
maternal and infant mortality. Pregnant women in Gaza face
insurmountable challenges in accessing medical care, safe drinking
water, nutrition, and adequate care and health protection during
pregnancy and childbirth. The high infant mortality rate in Gaza is
exacerbated by overcrowding, limited resources, and premature
discharge from hospitals following cesarean sections. Pregnant and
lactating women and infants in temporary camps endure appalling
conditions that lead to diarrheal and gastrointestinal diseases,
malnutrition due to drinking contaminated water, various infections,
and ultimately death. Moreover, over 135,000 children under two years
old in Gaza currently suffer from severe malnutrition and are at risk
due to unsafe water sources.
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The continuous attacks on Gaza have exacerbated malnutrition and
acute illnesses among more than 1.1 million children, perpetuating a
deadly cycle of suffering. It is essential to note that UNICEF has
declared 2023 as the bloodiest year for Palestinian children due to
unprecedented levels of violence against them. Gaza has become the
most dangerous place for children worldwide, resulting in a distressing
number of child casualties whose value is unfortunately only reduced
to mere statistics. We condemn the Israeli regime's war on Gaza as a
war against women, children, and non-combatants and call for
immediate action.

Respected Health Ministers,

Children in Gaza deserve compassion and support similar to what
exists in our own countries. It is our duty to unite and take decisive
action against the perpetrators of this humanitarian crisis. The
perpetrators of these crimes must be held accountable in international
courts. With collective efforts, Islamic countries, along with other
nations and supporters ofjustice worldwide, can work towards ending
the suffering caused by Israel's actions in occupied Palestine through
various means such as imposing sanctions on their goods, cutting
political ties, and other actions such as joint political pressures through
the UN Security Council. The future in this world and the hereafter
will undoubtedly judge our actions regarding the dire situation of
Gaza's children.
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Conflict inlsrael and the occupi ed Pal estini an

territory

Since 7 October 2023, the escalating crisis in Israel and the
occupied Palestinian territory has caused large numbers of
civilian deaths and injuries.
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In the Gaza Strip, airstrikes and a lack of medical supplies,
food, water and fuel have virtually depleted an already under-
resourced health system. Hospitals have been operating far
beyond capacity due to rising numbers of patients as well as
displaced civilians seeking shelter. The provision of essential
health services — from maternal and newborn care to treatment
for chronic conditions — has been severely compromised.

In Israel, hundreds of civilians - including children
and the elderly - have been taken hostage.

Attacks on health have been reported in Israel and the occupied
Palestinian territory, killing and injuring health workers and
patients, and damaging health facilities and ambulances.

WHO is working with partners to address the most urgent health
needs, including through the provision of life-saving medical
supplies. WHO urges all parties to protect health and ensure
safe access to health care for their populations.
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